Alleluia! Hearts to Heaven – Worship Planning – Part One

Easter in October – our worship for our host church October 25, 2009

Welcoming worship …
We could have Reformation Sunday … but that feels very insider focused.

We could have Casting Your Nets worship … but that’s insider focused in a different way 

We could have ordinary time … but many of our churches don’t use the lectionary.

We could have newcomer worship … but who would that be, here?

We celebrate Easter in October because Easter is the meaning of Sunday worship. 

We celebrate Easter in October because it is important to detach its meaning from the bulbs, buds, new clothes, and springtime imagery and understand how southern hemisphere Christians perceive Easter, as Christ the first fruits of God’s harvest. 

We celebrate Easter in October because ultimately it is our most unique message, it is our most transforming message, it is our most welcoming message.

Christ is not dead,

the people we love are not dead,

we are not dead, 

even if we do things that kill us,

even if we let hopes and relationships go flat-line,

and our churches 

are not dead!

Bible Study
Read Matthew 28:1-10

Please feel free to focus on one (or two) of these questions --  or move in any other direction that emerges from the text.

1)
Can you identify a “resurrection” experience in your life – a new beginning after 
something had died?

2)
There are many different Biblical hints and understandings of what (if anything) 
happens after human death and throughout history there have been a wide variety 
of interpretations of resurrection, eternal life, heaven, the last judgment, 
continuing presence of spirits, etc. Don’t argue about these. Instead share your 
current understanding(s) of post-death experience? There are no right or wrong 
answers to this.)

3)
Have you ever responded to something good in your life by being frightened?

4)
Why do people go to church on Easter? How do you feel in church on Easter? 


Any feelings about those who only come then … if there are such?

First Congregational Church of Newark Valley

Jazz Service and Traditional Service, Lutheran resources, procession with Cross and Bible, “bidding prayers,” Holy Communion every week at one of the services, a “revitalization church” a “five for five” church, an Open and Affirming Church, a church that usually puts everything in the bulletin.

A church for whom the coffee hour is a vital part of the worship! 

(This means that we aren’t going to “hop off afterwards to do our discussion.)

Sharing their worship bulletin as adapted by Maren and Amy.

Worship Planning Tasks:

Writing and Leading the Opening Liturgy


Call to Worship


Procession


Invocation

The Time for Younger Christians

Ministry of the Word
(reading)

Testimony

Prayers of Intercession

Offering 


Invitation


Prayer of Thanksgiving (reading)

Closing Liturgy Lord’s Prayer and Benediction
(reading)

Other Aspects of Worship
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