The Hopes and Fears of All the Years

Invitational Worship for Advent, Christmas and Epiphany 
Why do people come to worship in Advent / December / Solstice/ Christmas / Epiphany?


Looking for peace is a stressed time


Wanting some anti-Santy for the kids


Needing a message of hope


Family duties


Guilt!

What longings hopes, human needs are present during this season?



Dancing with the Stars


Why do people come back to worship then?



Re-capture a feeling of comfort 



Jump start changes in life / New Years


Why do people try worship for the first time then?



Expect to blend in big crowd, not stand out



Same as reasons above


How are people already in the church feeling?




sometimes resentful of CE Christians



sometimes enthusiastic at evangelism possibilities

What are some of the theological themes of these seasons?



renewal // light



waiting and anticipation



hope, peace, joy love – Advent wreath themes



Incarnation



opportunities for charity

What are some of the particularities / opportunities of this season … special music, rituals, tradition?  Which should live / which should rest?


Choices at Christmas Eve, but it’s often obvious which are “important services”


Hanging of the Greens


Intergenerational worship 


What is one tradition important to maintain?



Candles at Christmas Eve



Advent wreath – but change the things said



The pageant (see below)

What is one creative and new possibility in your church’s worship life?



international Christmas // immigrant Christmas – re-telling of Christmas 


story in modern dress



the pageant – make it new

What do people want in worship in this season?


Christmas carols


Silence in worship (not just “Silent Night”


The Christmas story – see debate about the “second coming” scriptures


Light hope – needs addressed by longest night or blue Christmas service


Child-friendly message


Lots of different kinds of sacred music


Not to be “guilt-tripped” if they haven’t been around


As much help for newcomers as any other time of the year – many people only 


know Christmas worship from its portrayal in movies

What does God want in our worship from this time of year?


Genuine prayer, not going through the motions


Happiness that Jesus came, not getting overwhelmed by the stresses



that God didn’t cause

What can we offer in worship in this coming season … Longest night (blue Christmas), Simplifying Christmas, Live Nativity, pageant, home advent candle worship resource, daily meditations.

How is this season uniquely intertwined with verbal, musical, kinesthetic, and artistic dimensions and how does that help?  the pageant , the crèche, the advent wreath, the smell of pine

When / how did performance vanity (“our church has the best ….”) start getting in the 
way of simpler and less practiced expressions of the season?

What about “silence” and not just “Silent Night”?

What is not (helpful in) worship?


Being hounded about money – very stressed time


Being bored


Power point – this was in both columns , a “plus” and a “minus”


Glaring at children if they don’t yet know worship etiquette

The Great Debates


Some role-playing:



To lectionary or not to lectionary – that is the question



If carols be the food of love, play on … 

The Opposite of Debate – 3 Magi hunting for a star …

Sharing

Prayer of Confession

O God, we confess that we sometimes arrive at Advent already out of time for shopping, cards, tree-trimming, cookies … out of time for pageants, hanging the greens, caroling for shut-ins, offering a “blue Christmas” … out of time for prayer, reflection, compassion, justice. We confess that we trivialize time or make it a tyrant, and we do not hold precious every moment, day, season. Forgive us in Emmanuel’s name, ever coming, ever with us. Amen.
Words of Assurance

Charles Dickens’ fictional character Ebenezer Scrooge (soon to be played by Jim Carey) leaned out his window in the famous story A Christmas Carol shouting, “I haven’t missed it.” This is God’s word to us all … we haven’t missed it … whatever we have done with our time, it is redeemed. It is October -- People are waiting around our churches to hear the angels sing. Thanks be to God.

Closing Song 
“Come, O Long Expected Jesus”

Come, O long expected Jesus – to this evening and this place.

Give renewal, give a blessing – lift our hearts to prayer and grace.

Wake us up, O Advent Burglar! Help us watch and help us wait –

wait for your surprising coming; watch our crooked paths come straight.

Give us light in all our shadows; grow a crocus in the sands.

Lo, Isaiah has foretold it – wolf and lamb in child’s hands.

Come, O long-expected Jesus – in our churches have your birth.

Dear Desire of far-flung nations, grant your peace to weary earth. 
