Enter, Rejoice and Come In

Call to Worship

Leader:
God be praised for turning seasons – the snow-face of winter, the fragile 


wings of spring, the warm growing days of summer.

People: 
God be praise for autumn with its burnished days and drizzling days.

Leader:
God be praised for Cortland apples, school bells, pumpkin pie, cider, 


mince, Hubbard squash, squirrels racing among the acorns, the smell of 


cold and smoke, the touch of homecoming.

People:
God be praised for this time to gather the harvest in our lives – the 


plenty and the good.
Leader:
God be praised as well that we can rake up the scatterings in our lives – 


the dried hopes and fallen dreams.

People:
We return all our bounty and gleanings to Almighty God

Leader:
In all the seasons of our lives, God provides.

People:
Let us worship and give thanks.
Opening Hymn

For the beauty of the earth, for the water, wind and sky,

For the love secure from birth and the love that is surprise.

God of all to you we raise – this our hymn of grateful praise.

For the beauty of each time – autumn gold or winter snow.

For the season’s pantomime -- August berries, March winds blow.

God of all to you we raise – this our hymn of grateful praise.

For communities of faith, each unique and filled with grace,

and the ways we join and share, lifting up compassion’s face –

God of all to you we raise – this our hymn of grateful praise.

For this sharing of our gifts, for inclusion deep and wide,

for our songs and prayers and dreams, offering hope on every side.

God of all to you we raise – this our hymn of grateful praise.

Opening Prayer

God of flower, field and fruit, smile on us in these earnest days when the work is heavy and the toil wearisome; lift up our hearts, O God to the things worthwhile – sunshine and night, the dripping rain, the song of the birds, books and music and the voices of our friends. Lift up our hearts and grant us thy peace.  Amen 

(WEB DuBois)

Scripture

Ecclesiastes 3: 1-8

Meditation 
“What We Learn about Worship from the Autumn”

Closing Prayers – Prayer Sketching

Space for Prayer Sketching prayer

Closing Hymn – “Bringing in the Sheaves” (Worship Version!)

Sowing with the children, sowing seeds of worship,

Reaching out to weary folk and the ones who grieve.

Putting down the “busy,” picking up the holy –

We shall come rejoicing, bringing in the sheaves.

Bringing in the sheaves, healing touch received,

some of us believing, some of us bereaved. repeat
Sowing in the singing, sowing in the silence,

Op’ning up the questions, other people leave.

By and by the scripture and a word of preaching –

God will give the harvest, we bring in the sheaves.

Bringing in the sheaves, miracles perceived –

We shall come in worship, bringing in the sheaves! repeat
Blessing Benediction of a mother’s tenderness Bendición ternura de Madre


May the God of Life, 
be your guide on the road every day, 
be your refuge in times of uncertainty 
and be your rest in times of fatigue. 


May the God of Life, 
strengthen you when you feel weak, 
comfort you when you feel sad 
and hug you when you feel alone. 
May the God of Life, 
who loves you and knows you, 
cover you with the tenderness of a 

Mother. 
Forever. 
Amen. 
 Gerardo Oberman, Argentina
Que el Dios de la Vida,

sea tu guía en el camino de cada día,

sea tu refugio en momentos de inseguridad

y sea tu descanso en tiempos de fatiga.

Que el Dios de la Vida,

te fortalezca cuando te sientas débil,

te consuele cuando estés triste

y te abrace cuando te sientas sola.

Que el Dios de la Vida,

que te quiere y te conoce,

te cubra con su ternura de Madre.

Por siempre.

Amén.

Discussion – Who is Standing at the Sunday Morning Door?

Why do people come to worship?


this is different from why do people come the church?


It feels like home


Want to be closer to God


Comfort in a time of trial


Check out ministers for weddings


They were invited


Music


Relationships / family

Why do people come back to worship?


Like it and miss it


Sad experience in life or just empty nest


Brought up that way


To pay “fire insurance”

Why do people try worship for the first time?


To get to know people in a community


Something new – didn’t like old church


Check out style


They were invited

What do people want in worship?


Music (the kind differs for different people but all want worship)


Inspiration – hope comfort


An assurance that with God all things are possible


Preaching that bridges the Bible to today


Spirituality 


Power point


Entertainment – high performance values

What do people unfamiliar with a particular worshiping community want in worship?


Explanation of the Bible (which they’ve heard about but don’t know)


Clear directions for what to do (especially in communion)


Atmosphere that is accepting of children

What does God want in our worship?


Our attention


Honesty – being who we are – not pretense / different Sunday than rest of week


To be remembered


Our willingness to be stretched as well as comforted


Our creating a welcoming space for others

What is not (helpful in) worship?


Being hounded about money – very stressed time


Being bored


Power point – this was in both columns , a “plus” and a “minus”


Glaring at children if they don’t yet know worship etiquette

What have we learned?

Sing – “Enter, Rejoice and Come In / Open yourself to the song / don’t be afraid of some change / Enter rejoice and come in

