How to Evaluate Worship … 

· Always begin with what is wonderful, right, positive, never with a list of problems – even if you are short on time! 

· Always remember the feelings of those who plan and prepare worship as a gift for others, but do not fall into “false praise” which does not help for the future.

· Always exercise your empathy from four perspectives – familiar worshipper, first-time worshipper, worshipper who comes from a buoyant week, worshipper who comes from a difficult week.

· Return any discussion to worship when it veers off to “church in general.” 

· Be willing to be surprised – what you think is fabulous, may not be mentioned at all – something quite ordinary may be the highlight of the congregation’s experience.
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Personal reflection:  Given the week I have had and the season in my life and my emotional, spiritual, physical energy and centeredness, what did I most need when I came to worship this morning?

Passing the Peace:  How did God touch you during worship this morning -- because of … in spite of … or in addition to the planning that went into it?

Describe the gathering into worship …

Reflect on the thematic message in the service?

What elements … new or familiar … lifted up from the service?

Describe our being sent away from worship … what are all the elements? 

How would the four groups above (familiar worshipper, first-time worshipper, worshipper who comes from a buoyant week, worshipper who comes from a difficult week) experience this worship?

What can I take away for my community of faith?

A Short Questionnaire for Worship Participants

As a regular device …or after a new worship style or service has been instituted …

In that case do not evaluate until at least four months have passed, so natural bumpiness is smoothed. As the evaluator, you are hoping to find clusters of positive experience to work from and possibly avoid future pitfalls.

1)
Approximately how many services have you attended since beginning of change / 


service?

2)
What was the most wonderful experience you had … the time you felt most in 


touch with God? 


(This could be a part of every worship service, like the prayers or the music, or 
one particular deeply meaningful service)

3)
Is there something special you would like to happen in worship?


(such things as … more silence … more or less or different music … 
children/youth participation, interactive sermon, dancing, clowning, foot 
washing, a labyrinth … this is just your “wish list” – you don’t have to worry 
about how to make it happen)

4)
Have there been any ‘bloopers in graciousness” that you can share with the 


worship planners?


(Sometimes we don’t recognize problems right under out noses.)

5)
Is there someone you would like to invite to a ________worship service or have 


one of us invite?


(Please give phone, email or postcard information. Feel free to add more 
information that will help us make the invitation more personal.)

6)
Are you interested in becoming involved in planning one or more of worship 
services?

7)
Do you have any “thank-you’s” we should pass along?
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